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Creative art festival with awar

CHANDREYEE
CHATTERIEE

CIMA Awards is back for the
second edition and in the mod-
ifled avatar of CIMA Awards
— The Kolkata Art Festival
2017, a month-long, pan-city
festival of arts.

Applications for the
awards have already started
pouring in and requests for
more time have led to the ex-
tension of the deadline from
February 16 to February 29.

The biennial CIMA
Awards invites applications
from artists in the age group of
25 1o 45 vears and covers paint-
ings, sculptures, graphics and
emerging new media such as
video art, installations, graph-
ic novel and digital art. The
photography category has
bean dropped.

“We've already received
entries from 22 states of the
country, and they are not just
from big cities but also from
small towns. We've even got
ﬁicaﬂ;ms from Indian resi-

ts who are studying or
working in Dubai, Singapore,
France and the UK" said
Rakhi Sarkar, the director of
CIMA, while announcing the
awards on Monday

Applicants have to send in
a body of their work in a par-

ticular category as a proof
that they are “practising
artists™ as well as a proposed
work for the award show to be
held for a month from Febru-
ary 4, 2017. “The general quali-
ty of work this year is very
good,” shared Sarkar,

CIMA Awards — The
Kolkata Art Festival 2017 will
include collateral ventures
like seminars, discussions and
workshops for which it is
tying up with institutes and
universities in India and
abroad. There will also be ex-
hibitions from abroad and in-
ternational workshops. Re-
source people from within and
beyond our boundaries, like
heads of museums, art jour-
nal publishers and curators,
are being drafted in. “We will
also felicitate some distin-
guished people who have con-
tributed significantly to the
study and understanding of

Ome collateral venture will
be a travelling show called Art
Space Germany with 42 works

organised by the Goethe Insti-
tut. “CIMA Awards is a perfect
context to bring such a big
show. We will have the curator
and some of the artists com-
ing down as well and engaging

in talks and seminars,” said
Friso Maecker, the director of
Goethe Institut in Calcutta.

Another such project is a
design capsule by the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Kharagpur, under their Sci-
ence and Heritage Interface
{SandHI) initiative.

In terms of timing and po-
sitioning, The Kolkata Art
Festival is being aligned with
other art festivals “from
Jaipur Lit Fest to India Art
Fair to Kochi Biennale to Kala
Ghoda™ so that is all in the
same circuit and “one flows
into the other”, The festival
will see a limited number of
galleries and artists showeas-
ing their work, especially pub-
lic art projects.

The month-long event will
start with the awards ceremo-
ny on February 4, 2017 fol-
lowed by the CIMA Awards
Show, to open on February 5
and showcase the works of the
finalists selected by a prelimi-
nary jury A final nine-mem-
ber jury will select the win-
ners of the different award
categories. There will be at
least 12 awards including the
CIMA Award, two Jury
Awards, two Special Mentions
and four Merit Awards.

The CIMA Award winner,
apart from the prize money

and a trophy, gets the opportu-
nity for a solo showing at
CIMA within two years of
winning the award. Mansoor
Ali Makrani, the winner of
CIMA Award 2015, will be dis-
playing his work at the Sunny
Park gallery this August.

“It is almost like we are un-
earthing these artists, espe-
cially from smaller towns,
with this award show,” said
Pratiti Basu Sarkar, chief ad-
ministrator of CIMA. Going
online and digitising the
process of applications have
helped reached out to more
people as has working with es-
tablished and reliable art insti-
tutions across the country to
whom these forms have been
distributed. The 25 senior
artists working as nominators
for the CIMA Awards are also
spreading the word.

“The idea is to get anyone
and everyone to apply as long
as they meet the criteria. Then
the jury will decide whether
your work will make it to the
awards show or not,” said
Rakhi Sarkar.

The jury, comprizsing 15 to
16 people from different disci-
plines of visual arts, will start
assessing and selecting from
the middle of April. The selec-
tion will be “cite unknown",
whether it is the gender or the

province from where it has
come, and will only be on the
merit of the work. The first
round of selections will be
over by May 2. The final round
of judging will be done to-
wards the end of January 2017
by visual artists as well as ex-
perts from other creative arts.

“CIMA Awards has created
a level of excitement among
the younger generation and
they are trying to work out how
to be more creative so that they
can participate in it," said
artist Partha Pratim Deb and

show.... The huge buzz that it is
creating, it will become like the
Durga Puja of art awards!”

Apart from collateral
ventures In visual art, the
CIMA Awards will also in-
clude similar ventures in per-
formance art. “We are getting
in touch with agencies to work
in the field of cinema, per-
formance art and experimen-
tal music so that the whole city
vibrates with it,” said Rakhi
Sarkar.




